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In Hollywood, screenwriters are a curse to be borne, and beating up on them is an industry
blood sport. But in this ferociously funny and accurate account of life on the Hollywood food
chain, it's a screenwriter who gets the last murderous laugh. That may be because the writer is
John Gregory Dunne, who has written screenplays, along with novels and non-fiction, for thirty
years. In 1988 Dunne and his wife, Joan Didion, were asked to write a screenplay about the dark
and complicated life of the late TV anchorwoman Jessica Savitch. Eight years and twenty-seven
drafts later, this script was made into the fairy tale "Up Close and Personal" starring Robert
Redford and Michelle Pfeiffer. Detailing the meetings, rewrites, fights, firings, and distractions
attendant to the making of a single picture, Monster illuminates the process with sagacity and
raucous wit.

...Monster offers a crash course in getting a script through the hazards of the present-day studio
system. -- The New York Times Book Review, Larry GelbartFrom the Inside FlapIn Hollywood,
screenwriters are a curse to be borne, and beating up on them is an industry blood sport. But in
this ferociously funny and accurate account of life on the Hollywood food chain, it's a
screenwriter who gets the last murderous laugh. That may be because the writer is John
Gregory Dunne, who has written screenplays, along with novels and non-fiction, for thirty years.
In 1988 Dunne and his wife, Joan Didion, were asked to write a screenplay about the dark and
complicated life of the late TV anchorwoman Jessica Savitch. Eight years and twenty-seven
drafts later, this script was made into the fairy tale "Up Close and Personal" starring Robert
Redford and Michelle Pfeiffer. Detailing the meetings, rewrites, fights, firings, and distractions
attendant to the making of a single picture, Monster illuminates the process with sagacity and
raucous wit.From the Back CoverIn Hollywood, screenwriters are a curse to be borne, and
beating up on them is an industry blood sport. But in this ferociously funny and accurate account
of life on the Hollywood food chain, it's a screenwriter who gets the last murderous laugh. That
may be because the writer is John Gregory Dunne, who has written screenplays, along with
novels and non-fiction, for thirty years. In 1988 Dunne and his wife, Joan Didion, were asked to
write a screenplay about the dark and complicated life of the late TV anchorwoman Jessica
Savitch. Eight years and twenty-seven drafts later, this script was made into the fairy tale "Up
Close and Personal" starring Robert Redford and Michelle Pfeiffer. Detailing the meetings,
rewrites, fights, firings, and distractions attendant to the making of a single picture, Monster
illuminates the process with sagacity and raucous wit.About the AuthorJohn Gregory Dunne
wrote six novels—Vegas; True Confessions; Dutch Shea, Jr.; The Red White and Blue; Playland;
and Nothing Lost—and seven works of nonfiction, among which are the memoir-like Harp and
two books that look at Hollywood, The Studio and Monster. Born in West Hartford, Connecticut,



in 1932, he graduated from Princeton in 1954. He collaborated with his wife, the writer Joan
Didion, on many screenplays, including Panic in Needle Park and True Confessions. John
Gregory Dunne died in December 2003.Read more
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Patrick Collins, “Dunne and Didion=Gable and Lombard. I wasn't looking forward to reading this,
but it turned out to be both a fascinating and funny story, as well as much more insight into
author Joan Didion's life and work, which I've been following since the publication of "Slouching
Toward Bethlehem." This is the story of the script that became "Up Close and Personal" as it
goes through various writers, titles, and stories. But I remember the Jessica Savitch TV
meltdown, and wish Hollywood would have kept hands off. Her story would have made a great
movie. But Dunne, Didion's husband, who she writes about after his death in "The Year of
Magical Thinking" is a writer who can tell a good story and has always been revealing about
California from an outsider's perspective as much as his wife has told the story of modern
California from the viewpoint of someone born there. Also interesting is the fact that the two
writers begin the script because Dunne needs health insurance for heart surgery, and later his
heart disease and death begins the story of Didion's great book. A delightful, ironic book even if
you like Hollywood and an even better book if you hate it.”

the writer, “THE REAL DEAL. Best book for screen writers on the biz.. the suits and the monster
people with the checks.”

Lilly La Bonge, “This book. I loved this book so I bought it as a gift for a friend who is a writer.”

PS White, “Ready to read about the movies!. Received this book promptly. I’m happy.”

Dwight Myfelt, “very Insightful. I enjoyed it. Offered interesting insight into how screenplay writers
work. Well written. A quick read if you are interested in the topic.”

November221963, “A Well Written Book. Intriguing, exciting, and memorable.”

The book by John Gregory Dunne has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 52 people have provided
feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright First Pages Surprise Me!



Language: English
Hardcover: 32 pages
Lexile measure: 1150L
Item Weight: 8.4 ounces
Dimensions: 5.15 x 0.58 x 7.9 inches
File size: 886 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 353 pages
Paperback: 224 pages
Reading age: 18 years and up

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

